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CONFIDENTIAL BAMAKO 1410 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OAU, LY, ET, ML 

SUB J : ETHIOPIAN MINISTER VISITS PRESIDENT TRAORE 

1. ETHIOPIAN MINISTER SLAST& TELECOMMUNICATIONS, MAKONNEN, 
ARRIVED IN BAMAKO MAY 9 BEARING MESSAGE FROM HAILE SELASSIE FOR 
PRESIDENT TRAORE. MAKONNEN REPORTEDLY MET WITH PRESIDENT TRAORE 
SAME DAY. 

2. COMMENT: WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT MAKONNEN' S MISSION WAS TO 
COUNTER LIBYAN ATTEMPTS TO MOVE 10 TH OAU MEETING FROM ADDIS TO 
CAIRO. LIBYANS ARE PRESSURING AFRICANS ( INCLUDING MALIANS) TO 
SUPPORT CHANGE OF VENUE BECAUSE ETHIOPIA STILL MAINTAINS RELATIONS 
WITH ISRAEL. FOR THEIR PART, ACCORDING TO SENEGALESE AMBASSADOR, 
MALIANS HAVE TOLD ETHIOPIANS AND LIBYANS THAT THEY CAN DO LITTLE 
TO INFLUENCE DECISION WHICH " NOT UP TO THEM" AND THAT THEY 

WILL GO ALONG WITH THE MAJORITY. 

BLAKE 
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